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Editorial 


On August 16th we will assemble for the 
sixteenth annual meeting of the Pacific Coast 
Association. As always, the richness of these ses- 
sions depends on the presence of concerned 
Friends from many places. We will worship to- 
gether and talk over some of our common prob- 
lems as we search for the best means of using our 
lives as members of the family of God. Each of 
us has an obligation to the rest of the Association 
to be at Pacific Oaks. 


The Society of Friends has been on the march 
this past year. The Service Committee branches 
up and down the Coast have enlarged their pro- 


grams. New meetings have become established, 
and there has been growth in older ones. A new 
Friends’ school has come into being since we met 
one year ago. Both Pacific Ackworth and Pa- 
cific Oaks schools look to Pacific Coast Associa- 
tion for counsel. They belong to Friends of the 
Pacific Coast Association. 


As meetings have faced problems of growth 
and change, they have felt the need of association 
as meetings. This problem has been discussed in 
almost every meeting. This year a number of 
meetings will present specific requests for affilia- 
tion in the Association to provide for this need. 
In. this issue a suggestion has been made for 
changes in the Bulletin to help implement this 


increased inter-relationship and shared respon- 


sibility among our meetings. 


Decisions regarding these problems will be 
made this year. You should share in these. 

This is our first annual meeting after the ces- 

sation of major hostilities. What is our responsi- 
bility and our opportunity in the whole area of 
the Pacific Rim? Robert Dann has gone from our 
Association to Australia and New Zealand, and 
Esther Rhoads, our clerk, has gone to Japan. 
Have we done all we could to help them? Is there 
a next step we should take in preparing the way 
for a Pacific Rim Conference? These questions 
seem to us to be uppermost as we prepare for 
our summer meeting. Come prepared to think 
them: through with us. Perhaps you have a prob- 
lem which the conference should consider. Bring 
it. 

Friends in the Pasadena area will make room 
for Friends from a distance. Some will want to 
stay at Pacific Oaks. A charge is made for board 
and room there. The amount charged for meals 
may have to vary depending on food costs at the 
time. 


“Take what you have and make something 
out of it.”—George Washington Carver. 
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The Function of a 
Yearly Meeting 


Howarp H. Brinton 

In considering the problem as to whether or 
not the group of Friends on the Pacific Coast who 
adhere to historic Quaker practices should form 
a yearly meeting, it might be well to consider the 
reasons why yearly meetings have been formed 
in the past. 

Friends have always believed in a minimum 
of organization but it did not take them long to 
discover that, just as a group of persons can ac- 
complish certain things which are impossible to 
individuals acting separately, so a group of groups 
can also accomplish certain things beyond the 
power of separate smaller groups. A meeting for 
worship is most successful if the group is small, 
but when it comes to some other matters such as 
solving problems which require knowledge and 
ability not so likely to be found in the smaller 
group; or the bringing of a maximum of influ- 
ence to bear on the public or on legislative bodies; 
or furnishing the support of schools or other in- 
stitutions; or the need for mutual support among 
as large a number of persons as possible in the 
promotion of unpopular causes; or simply the de- 
sire for an increase of acquaintanceship with per- 
sons of similar ideals— then larger groups can 
accomplish more than smaller groups. The larger 
group must possess at least some degree of or- 
ganization in order to act, and it must have a 
fairly definite membership to share the responsi- 
bility for the action it may take. 

The association, first of individuals into 
monthly meetings, then of monthly meetings into 
general or quarterly (or half-yearly) meetings 
and finally of these into yearly meetings came 
about gradually to meet real needs as they arose. 
It always worked from the bottom up. The month- 
ly meetings in England’ and America were first 
organized as independent executive units and 
still remain so. The larger groups were not formed 
to exercise authority over the smaller groups—a 
function impossible in any case, as decisions in 
Quaker meetings require unity. An examination 
of any existing yearly meeting discipline will show 
that the “authority” of the larger group is limited 
to two matters: (1) a new quarterly meeting can 
only exist by consent of the yearly meeting and a 
new monthly meeting only by consent of the 
quarterly meeting, and (2) the larger group can 
be used as a court of appeal by individuals dis- 
ciplined by the monthly meeting — a function 
rarely, if ever, exercised today. 

There is no reason why non-pastoral Friends 
on the Pacific Coast should not take the step of 
forming themselves into a yearly meeting if they 
wish to do so. New yearly meetings have usually 
been formed by an old yearly meeting setting up 


a part of itself as a new yearly meeting, but this 
(Continued on Page 4, Column 2) 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

‘July 1, 1946 
Balance August 1, 1946........... 1.08 

Receipts at Quaker Cove Con- 

ference: 

RUCLISETATLONS ws tacts ore tee eis iieene eet 51.00 
Contribuuonsea-cisscm cece cet 44.45 
POOR MONCY. s,cisreareyers etoretoteave ieee ts 133.15 


Contributions since Conference... 192.10 
(individuals and meetings) 


Cost.of'Conference spatter 136.31 
Contribution to World Comm. for 

Consultationte. -esreteeeeeee eect 25.00 
Printing 4 Bulletins ............... 226.20 
Postage on 4 Bulletins............. 28.55 
Estimated Printing for 3 Bulletins. 169.65 
Estimated Postage for 3 Bulletins.. 21.42 

Income fOreyearaceace tee eee 421.73 

Expense for year (estimated).... 607.13 

Bal. underwritten by Bulletin 

Committee .2.. ones ioe 186.40. 


What Next for the Bulletin? 


At our last annual meeting of the Pacific 
Coast Association of Friends, the Bulletin com- 
mittee reported several specific recommendations 
for the consideration of Friends during the year 
and to be acted upon at the next meeting. In 
summary these were: the publishing of the Bul- 
letin each month, recognition that this entailed a 
full-time person and arranging this, establishing 
a subscription basis for the Bulletin and plans for 
enlarging the group reading it. 

During the past year the Bulletin has been 
published more frequently than at any time since 
it was started (seven issues), with a larger con- 
tribution to the expenses of publication from the 
Association than heretofore, (perhaps as much 
as 60%, remainder being provided as usual by 
the editor!). The average mailing list is 650 with 
a cost per issue of less than $60.00. Excellent 
work has been done this year through the volun- 
teer help of the many Bulletin correspondents, 
the Bulletin Committee with the tireless help of 
Jean Gerard and Helen Perkins, the business 
managing of Florence Conard, and the office fa- 
cilities of Pacific Oaks. Where do we go from 
here? 

The Pacific Coast Association of Friends 
stands at a critical period in its history. What 
will be its organizational structure as it brings in 
the new interests of new groups everywhere? ‘As 
it gathers form, how will it avoid ovet-organiza- 
tion and provincial denominationalism? We face 
the problem of relating our. member Friends’ 
meetings to other groups of Friends. What is our 
relation as an Association to the larger Society 
of Friends, and what are the relations of our in- 
dividual groups through the Association and in- 
dependently? And, finally, we have a third area 
for our consideration: our responsibility to inac- 
tive Friends and to non-Friends. What is the con- 
vincing “evangelism” which we carry? 

I think the service of the Bulletin is specific, 
helpful, and imperative in all these areas. The 
Bulletin is really our test for the provincialism of 
Friends’ interests and programs. Whether we are 
a denomination or a movement is determined by 
the content of our publication. The Bulletin is 
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a means of focusing the energies and concerns of 
our many meetings and translating them into pur- 
poseful activity. And a vigorous Bulletin is the 
medium of exchange between our meetings and 
an ever-expanding circle of friends (large and 
small “F”’) through our intermingled interests 
and projects. | 

Again it seems we are ready to consid 
specific problems facing the Bulletin Committee 
and to discuss specific recommendations. 

First, the problem of placing the Bulletin upon 
a base which will make monthly publication and 
a full-time staff person a possibility. I would 
recommend combining our energies with publish- 
ing efforts which have always been related and 
integral parts of the life of the Association. Most 
of the Bulletin readers are familiar with the peri- 
odical “Community Frontiers” which John Way 
edited as the organ for the Inter-Community Fel- 
lowship and which went to a mailing list of over 
1500 people. Pacific Ackworth Friends’ School 
has sponsored a news-letter which has served as 
a clearing house of information concerning peo- 
ple and projects related to “Community-Educa- 
tion,’ the name of the fortnightly news-letter. 
These periodicals have considerable over-lapping 
of interest and purpose. They have recently com- 
bined in an adult education program at Pacific 
‘Oaks. This may be a strategic time to combine 
the efforts into a single publication which will 
make the demands in time and budget of a regu- 
lar monthly periodical possible. Through the de- 
veloping interests of Pacific Oaks School, much 
of this work can be seen as staff responsibility. It 
may be possible to provide such staff. It would 
leave to Pacific Coast Association a large share of 
the actual budget for the publication. 

I suggest the following budget for next year 
to handle simply the mechanics of the Bulletin: 


Expenditure 
12 issues @ $75.00 (printer) .................--- $ 900.00 
12 issues @ 020100 postage seen eee 240.00 
Additional’ office Postage .......::..--....---- 60.00 
$1200.00 
Income 
P.C.A.F. pledge (Indv. and Mtgs.) .......... $ 500.00 
Subscriptions @).0 U0 s. 2. =e 600.00 
Advertising “in “Bulletin (= 2. en ee 100.00 
$1200.00 


We might consider the Bulletin’s budget item 
from the P.C.A.F. as a strong incentive for a 
clearer cut relationship between our associated 
meetings. At present our financial activity has 
been concerned with three items of expenditure: 
the Bulletin, expenses of the annual conference 
and a contribution to the World Committee for 
Consulation. Whether our meetings are ready to 
make such a step in the increased program for 
the Bulletin might be a sign of the times indicat- 
ing whether we were ready for additional or- 
ganization responsibilities. 


} —Edward A. Sanders 


The University Monthly Meeting of Seattle is con- 
sidering plans for a new meetinghouse and student 
residence, 
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EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 


CALL TO THE CONFERENCE:—You are invited 
to attend and participate in the conference on Friends’ 
Education to be held August 13-16 at Pacific Oaks, 
714 W. California Street, Pasadena 2. During the con- 
ference we hope to state again the purposes of the 
Quaker movement as we know them from our faith 
and practice—purposes in which we may find fresh 
and revolutionary applications for our own educa- 
tional activities. 

It is not our intention to held post-mortems on 
Friend’s testimonies in our contemporary institutions 
(inviting and entertaining as such activity always is!) 
nor shall we assay at this conference the state of the 
Religious Society of Friends—important as that task 
is for some group of responsible educators to do freely 
and courageously. We have created this conference 
out of our concern over our own inadequacies, but it 
is our desire to focus our energies on discussing and 
describing the next creative steps which we can take 
to realize the spiritual resources we have for this day. 
We are indeed fortunate to have Howard Brinton, co- 
director of Pendle Hill, return to the Coast to help 
with our discussions. 

AIMS AND PROCEDURE:—We wish to have a min- 
imum of program made in advance of our convening, 
but with this to have a maximum of careful planning 
for the special group and individual interests of the 
attenders. We have definite areas of interest to con- 
sider and the following general daily outline will sug- 
gest our aims and procedure: 

Tuesday evening:—At this time we hope to have 
Howard Brinton speak on Friends’ purposes in educa- 
tion, from which we might find common agreement on 
a set of principles and practices which we might use 
during the remainder of the conference as a guide, 
a springboard for our discussions, and as a constant 
point for referral. In such a way we can focus our dis- 
cussion on our educational practices as well as evaluate 
afresh a body of faith to which we have given appro- 
val. 

Wednesday morning: — Meeting for worship. Sec- 
ond session: Our area for discussion is “Education in 
the Family.” What do we teach our children, our rela- 
tives, our neighbors about our religious faith in such 
family practices as worship, recreation, earning a 
livelihood, making family decisions, relating our life 
to community responsibilities and interests? 

The afternoons will be unscheduled to allow as much 
time as possible for visiting together, for planning the 
next session, for considering more specific educational 
activities. This would be the time to consider education 
for inter-racial understanding, for developing non- 
violent techniques in conflict situations, for building 
the cooperative economy; to tell one another of folk 
school philosophy, particular educational theories; to 
describe and report on specific projects in which we 
are engaged or someday want to be engaged. 

Wednesday evening:—‘“Education in the Monthly 
Meeting.” How are We educating our members in the 
ways of Friends? What educational values are in the 
conduct and structure of our committees; in the rela- 
tions of meetings to each other? What meaning has 
“care of the meeting” in these days for the education 
of our children? 

Thursday morning:—Meeting for worship. Fourth 
session: “Quaker Education in the School.” Nursery 
school, elementary school, secondary and college, with 
the general topic of our relation to the public school. 

Thursday evening: —“Education and the Adult” 
What are the implications for Friends in the belief 
that the educational process never stops? 

Friday morning:—Meeting for worship. Sixth ses- 
sion: Summary and evaluation of our considerations 
and pointing to definite developments from this con- 
ference. 

ARRANGEMENTS :—We strongly urge that attend- 
ers plan to stay throughout the conference so that we 
may have a minimum of repetitions and discussion 
not pertinent to our purpose. We plan to hold all 
sessions at Pacific Oaks. Meals will be prepared, served 
and cleaned up after—cooperatively! Costs of meals 
and room will be about $2.50 per day. Registration is 
$1.00. Further details of hospitality are outlined on 
the information blank which accompanies this issue. 


© 


CONFERENCE SCHEDULES 


Conference on Friends’ Education 
August 13, 14, 15, 16 
Tuesday, August 13: 
5:30 p.m.—Buffet Supper and registration. 
7:30-9:30 p.m.—Opening Session. Howard Brin- 
ton. 
Wednesday, August 14: 
7:30 a.m.— Breakfast. 
8:30 a.m.—lMeeting for Worship. 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 m.—“Education in the Family.” 
12:30 p.m.—Lunch. 
6:00 p.m.—Supper. 
7:30-9:30 p.m.—“Education in the Monthly 
Meeting.” 
Thursday, August 15: 
7:30 a.m.—Breakfast. 
8:30 a.m.—Meeting for Worship. 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 m.—“Quaker Education in the 
Schools.” 
12:30 p.m.—Lunch 
6:00 p.m.—Supper. 
7:30-9:30 p.m.— ‘Adult Education.” 
Friday, August 16: 
7:30 a.m.—Breakfast. 
8:30 a.m.—Meeting for Worship. 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 m—Summary and Evaluation. 
12:30 p.m.—Lunch 


Pacific Coast Association of Friends 
August 16, 17, 18 


Friday, August 16: 
3:00 p.m.—Registration and Hospitality Ar- 


rangements. 
4:00 p.m.—Meeting for Worship. Opening min- 
ute, introductions, communications, 


reports of meetings. Appointment of 
committees. (Epistle, Returning min- 
utes, Nominating). 
6:00 p.m.—Supper 
8:00-9:30 p.m.—Evening session—Orange Grove 
Meetinghouse, (Orange Grove 
and Oakland.) 
Saturday, August 17: 
7:30 a.m.—Breakfast. 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 m.—Morning Session. 
12:30 p.m.—Lunch 
2:30-5:00 p.m.—Afternoon session. 
6:00 p.m.—Supper. 
8:00-9:30 p.m.—Evening Session—Pasadena 
Friends’ Meetinghouse, (Villa and Oak- 
land.) 
Sunday, August 18: 
8:00 a.m.—Breakfast. 
11:00 a.m.—Meeting for Worship. 
1:00 p.m.—Picnic Lunch. 
2:00 p.m.—Closing session. 


PAGIFIG COAST 
ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS 


Presiding Clerk: Esther B. Rhoads. Alternate: Vern 
James. Recording Clerk: Geraldine House, Alter- 
nate: Marian Sanders. Treasurer: Florence Conard. 
World Committee for Consultation: Robert Dann, 
Edwin Sanders. Friends’ Fellowship Council: Wil- 
liam Lawrence, Marguerite Wells. Pacific Rim Con- 
ference Committee: Floyd Schmoe, Robert Dann, 
Pearl Davidson, David Henley, Anna James, Com- 
mittee on Visitation: Kathleen Bell, Jean Johnson, 
John Way, John Dorland, William James, Randolph 
Hutchins. Bulletin Committee: Phillip Wells, Robert 
Leach, John Dorland, John Way, Helen Perkins, 
Edwin Morgenroth. Bulletin Correspondents: Ben 
Darling, Grace Lawrence, Robert Blood, Hannah 
Erskine, Harvie Hoyland. Address all correspon- 
dence regarding the Bulletin to Friends’ Bulletin, 
Pacific Oaks, 714 West California Street, Pasadena 
2, California. The Bulletin is published eight times 
a year by the Pacific Coast Association of Friends. 
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Friends Look to Asia 


Eric JOHNSON 


“When you have too large a litter of puppies 
you have to let the weakest of them die.” Thus 
spoke a high American official to Sir Rama- 
swami Mudaliar, head of India Food Delegation, 
when Mudaliar was making his plea for an equal 
share of the world’s food supply for India. 

“The Indians are used to starving; if we feed 
them they’ll just die next year.” Thus some have 
said and many more thought when I have at- 
tempted to present to them the case for relief for 
India. We Americans have not rid ourselves ci 
‘lesser breeds without the law’ mentality We 
are prone to write off the majority of the world, 
the non-white, non-Christian majority who live in 
Asia, when we consider the world’s need. 

We Friends, with our knowledge from experi- 
ence that every man has in him a divine po- 
tential and that each individual is of supreme 
importance, cannot, if we are to live what we 
know and believe, allow the idea that there are 
inferior peoples to be present in us. This means 
that because others look at the world through 
blinkers narrowing their view to Europe alone, 
we must, in our foreign work, concentrate more 
of our efforts on Asia. Through our American 
Friends’ Service Committee we have had the 
reputation of doing the unpopular thing, of work- 
ing where others will not work, and of going to 
places of tension where our message of reconcili- 
ation through loving service can touch the spirits 
of those who will make a world at peace instead 
@leatiwat: 

We white Europeans are used to ruling the 
world. But it is inevitable that our period of domi- 
nance will shortly end. The decisions of the next 
century will be made in Asia. With improved 
agricultural techniques, industrialization, and a 
greatly increased standard of living, the popula- 
tion of Asia is bound to increase tremendously. 
It may double or treble, while ours becomes sta- 
tionary. The predominant industrial power, and, 
if we are not careful, military power, will be in 
Asia. The world can no longer be run for our 
convenience. At present, the people of Asia are 
still inclined to be peaceful and cooperative. They 
do not want to disturb others. But we seem to be 
working as fast as we can to teach them our ethic 
of power, that he who has the most military and 
economic might to be used against others is the 
one who counts. If we successfully teach this les- 
son to Asia, we doom ourselves to serfdom as an 
oppressed minority, for the predominant power 
will not long be ours. 

Friends can teach another lesson through their 
lives and service. They can teach by the example 
of their willingness to learn, their eagerness to 
work under the leadership of Indians and Chi- 
nese and Japanese, by their refusal to use ma- 
terial force to achieve their ends, their refusal to 
take advantage of the privileges their white faces 
still could give them, by refusing to be sahibs—in 
all these ways can they teach that the West can 
live with the East on a basis of cooperation, 
equality, and mutual respect. 
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In June and July I was sent by the A.F.S.C. 
to the West Coast to try to raise part of the $80,- 
O00 needed for our India work this year. Despite 
the fact that distress in India is as great or greater 
than anywhere in the world; despite the fact that 
our $80,000 will furnish the means to ship as 
much as $5,000,000 worth of supplementary food 
to the starving in South India* (The Indian Gov- 
ernment will pay for the supplies if we provide 
the workers to distribute them, thus in effect 
meaning that $1.00 given for Indian relief can 
release as much as $6.00 of food for emergency 
relief, one of the most remarkable opportunities 
for relief service the A.F.S.C. has ever had.); de- 
spite the fact that neither U.N.R.R.A. nor the 
Red Cross nor the Emergency Famine Committee 
is working in India—despite these things it ap- 
pears at this writing as if it were going to be 
impossible to raise this amount for India. For 
other areas we receive hundreds of thousands of 
dollars without great effort. 

I mention this matter only because it is symp- 
tomatic of the limited nature of our compassion 
and of our lack of proportion. 

The seeds that are planted in Asia now will 
grow and flourish. The war and subsequent fam- 
ine have planted many seeds of hate. Friends, 
and others like us, can plant seeds of love. When 
we are working in Asia we are working with the 
future. Friends should be riding on the wave of 
the future. 


“It will also furnish the staff and money 
necessary to carry on model experimental proj- 
ects in agriculture, cooperatives, villages recon- 
struction, public health, and education de 
signed to render India permanently less vul- 
nerable to famine in the future. 


THE FUNCTION OF A YEARLY MEETING 

(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 
has not always been the case. The first yearly 
meetings in America were formed on their own 
initiative, though they took the trouble to get the 
blessing of London as soon as possible. All yearly 
meetings which have their origin in separations 
could be considered as self-constituted. In the 
case of Pacific Coast Friends the step will be a 
shorter one than any other group has yet taken, 
for the Pacific Coast Association has already been 
recognized as a yearly meeting to all intents and 
purposes through correspondence with yearly 
meetings and through appointment of repre- 
sentatives from it to important inter-yearly meet- 
ing committees. 

One difficulty in the way of this step is 
loyalty to already existing yearly meetings on the 
part of many individuals—a comparatively new 
phenomenon in the Society of Friends. This has 
been met in other areas by permitting a meeting 
to hold membership in more than one yearly 
meeting, a condition which occurs in Philadelphia, 
New York, Baltimore, New England and perhaps 
elsewhere. Since the monthly meeting is the ex- 
ecutive unit of the Society, in complete control of 
qualifications for its own membership, member- 
ship in two monthly meetings would present dif- 
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ficulties, but experience shows there is no diffi- 
culty with membership in two or more yearly 
meetings. 

If a Pacific Coast Yearly Meeting were formed 
it would consist quite naturally of three quarterly 
(or half-yearly) meetings, one in the north, one 
in the center, and one in the south, and each of 
these three would consist of whatever monthly 
meetings might be organized in their several 
areas. If some of these monthly meetings wished 
to continue their allegiance to already existing 
yearly meetings, this could be permitted. Mem- 
bership in a yearly meeting usually exists through 
membership -in one of its constituent monthly 
meetings. Isolated Friends could join the monthly 
meeting of their choice. Only one thing more 
would be needed and that would be the adoption 
of a simple “book of discipline.”” Such books have 
usually been made up of extracts from the min- 
utes and epistles of the yearly meeting. They do 
not contain statements of theological belief or re- 
quirements for membership. They should contain 
an outline of the structure of the yearly meeting 
and of the way it operates, and also an account 
of its principle social testimonies as embodied in 
queries, advices, etc. 

Probably no group is more aware of the dan- 
gers of over-organization than the Society of 
Friends. If, however, organization proceeds slowly 
and cautiously and only as needed, it will become 
a valuable and essential tool and not a master. 
Pacific Coast Friends must decide just how much 
and what kind of organization they need in order 
to be as successful as possible in advancing those 
things in which they believe. 


Southern California 
Friends’ Fellowship 


The Southern California Friends’ Fellowship 
met in the First Congregational Church at Riv- 
erside, June 8th, 1946, Twenty-six persons were 
present. 

After a period of worship the business meet- 
ing was opened by the clerk, Eubanks Carsner. 
Beatrice Shipley was asked to act as recording 
clerk and Edith Sperry, John Way and Leslie 
Spellman were asked to find and appoint a new 
recording clerk who would gather a complete file 
of Fellowship minutes. 

Phillip Wells reported for the committee on 
the Friends’ House Meeting that they had visited 
this meeting twice recently and had found the 
group already functioning as a Quaker Meeting, 
in sessions for both worship and business. After 
thorough discussion we adopted the following 
minutes: 

The report of the committee was approved. In 
view of the investigation this committee has made, 
we wish to express our feeling that members of 
the Friends’ House group have formed a regular 
Meeting of the Society of Friends and that it is 
functioning according to good Quaker procedure. 
We encourage Friends’ House Meeting to request 
the Pacific Coast Association of Friends to accept 
them into its membership as a regular monthly 
meeting. We encourage the Friends’ House Meet- 
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ing to work out and establish procedure for ac- 
cepting new members as soon as possible. We in- 
tend to report our findings and recommendation 
about Friends’ House group to local monthly 
meetings and to the P.C.A.F., hoping that they 
will join with us in expressing the feeling that the 
Friends’ House group is a regular meeting of the 
Society of Friends. We recognize our responsibility 
for continued visitation and oversight of this new 
meeting in its formative period and continue our 
present committee as long as it is needed. 


Stimulated by the discussion about the forma- 
tion of the new meeting a Friends’ House, we 
went into a discussion of some of the broader prob- 
lems which concern many west-coast meetings 
and the Pacific Coast Association of Friends par- 
ticularly. Eubanks Carsner pointed out that some 
Friends are now encouraging a development which 
would make of the Pacific Coast Association of 
Friends a regular yearly meeting of Friends, with 
many of the functions similar to those of the 
yearly meetings already long established. Our 
attention was also called to the function of this 
Fellowship, which may be considered to resembl> 
the regular quarterly meeting of Friends in many 
respects; we were reminded to be aware of any 
steps we may be taking which might make of our 
Fellowship a quarterly meeting. The question was 
raised as to whether monthly meetings should 
appoint representatives to this Fellowship. 


Eubanks Carsner referred to a letter from 
Helen Rhoads about the need for funds to care 
for expenses of operating this Fellowship. We 
agreed to collect such a fund and it was decided 
to encourage contributions from individuals and 
from monthly meetings. 


Edith Sperry reported that the work carried 
on by a Quaker worker at the University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles had been laid down, and 
that Alice Weed and Herschel Folger had been 
asked to be members of the Board of the Univer- 
sity Religious Conference. 


The evening session was given to an interest- 
ing presentation and discussion of the work of the 
American Friends’ Service Committee. 


Eubanks Carsner, Clerk 
Beatrice Shipley, Recording 
Clerk for the day 


COMMUNICATIONS TO THE EDITOR 


Palo Alto Thoughts on P.C.A.F.: 


The Palo Alto Meeting has discussed the reorgan- 
ization of the Association, at two of our Monthly 
Meetings. We believe a strengthening of the Asso- 
ciation would be helpful to all Quakers on the Coast. 
We are attached to no yearly meeting, and hence feel 
a need for belonging to some larger group. We hope 
the Association can fill such a need without becoming 
a formal Yearly Meeting. As a Meeting and as indi- 
viduals, we would welcome a meaningful membership 
in the Association of all Friends on the Coast. How- 
ever, all of us at Palo Alto would like for the Associa- 
tion to be an advisory and service organization rather 
than a legislative or administrative authority. We hope 
that at the August meeting a satisfactory solution can 
be found. 


Palo Alto, Calif. —Vern James 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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Regarding Policy on Membership for P.C.A.F.: 

Strengthening and extending the bonds of spiritual 
unity among Friends on the Pacific Coast and else- 
where is the primary purpose of the Pacific Coast 
Association of Friends. Most effective advancement of 
that purpose can come if the Association moves fur- 
ther in the direction of becoming a yearly meeting 
by establishing a policy on membership. Perhaps that 
step and acceptance of those who wish to become mem- 
bers is as far as we need to go now. I think we are 
ready for this step and that we will render an impor- 
tant service to Friends on the Pacific Coast and the 
Society of Friends as a whole by making this move. 

Membership might well be opened to all organized 
Friends’ meetings, to Friends as individuals, and to 
any person desiring to join the Society of Friends 
and appropriately considered. The sense of belonging 
will afford encouragement to individuals and meetings 
and otherwise increase the usefulness of the Associa- 
tion. 

Continued attendance and participation in the an- 
nual conferences by interested and sympathetic 
Friends and friends of the Friends who are not now 
prepared to seek membership should be heartily en- 
couraged. 


Riverside, California. —Eubanks Carsner 


* * e 
Ommen International School: 


An urgent request has come to us from the Ommen 
International School in Holland. It comes late in the 
year for schools to do very much about it, but because 
it is a Friends’ school we felt that friends in this 
country might want to share as much as they can. 

Ommen, opened in 1934, was a school run by English 
and Dutch Friends where children from many coun- 
tries might come to study. A venture in international 
education, its standards were so high that children 
graduating from the school could enter any college. 

Then came the war. Jewish children in the school 
were first separated into another house where they 
were taught separately and finally were taken off to 
Poland. It has been learned that most of these chil- 
dren died. Finally the school was closed by the Ger- 
mans. It became in turn a hospital, a place to house 
and train Hitler youth, and a stop-over place for 
refugee children. 

Through all this time the supplies at Ommen have 
been exhausted, removed or destroyed. The most 
necessary items such as mattresses, sheets, and towels, 
plates and cups to eat from, even the cleaning brushes, 
garbage pails and garden tools—all are missing from 
the school. They cannot be purchased in Holland. 
There is no way for them to be replaced in time for 
the reopening of the school in October except for us 
to send them from the United States. 

About $600 is needed to buy the barest essentials. In 
addition to this, dust pans, brushes, brooms, floor 
mops and scrubbing brushes, gardening tools, craft 
and recreational materials are all needed. We are 
wondering if Friends can make contributions of money 
to help buy some of these much-needed supplies. 

We need to purchase and ship these items now so 
that when the school reopens in the fall it will have 
at least the bare essentials for its 120 boys and girls. 
This is truly an international Quaker undertaking. 
We believe you will want to share in helping to rebuild 
this Friends’ School. 


Philadelphia, Pa. —Clarence E. Pickett. 
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RANDOM NOTES 


Anna Cox Brinton was delayed in Chungking on her 
survey trip in China for the Service Committee—by 
an attack of mumps! 

* aE 

Mahatma Ghandi has been attending the Friends’ 
Meeting for Worship in New Delhi. He finds in this 
quiet gathering something that satisfies his needs. 
“Emptying the mind of all conscious processes of 
thought and filling it with the spirit of God unmani- 
fest brings one ineffable peace and attunes one’s soul 
with the Infinite.’ Would he find the same spirit alive 
in our meetings in the Pacific Coast Association? 

gk: ae ee 

Arnold and Corinne True have returned to their 
home in Woodside and have resumed active participa- 
tion in Palo Alto meeting. 

ci hae 

Robert and Margaret Blood are leaving the Seattle 
Friends’ Center for William Penn College in Oskaloosa, 
Iowa, where Robert Blood will teach religion and 
sociology. 

* * * 

Eleven male students of various descents are now 
living at Friends’ House in Los Angeles, where Robert 
and Margaret Simkin have been working during the 
past year. All the work is cooperative, each member of 
the group sharing in the preparation of food, clearing 
up after meals and keeping the rooms in order. 

Convinced of the value of this shared experience as 
a method of breaking down racial barriers, Robert and 
Margaret Simkin are embarking upon a new venture 
of similar character. They have bought a house very 
near the University of Southern California and with 
the approval of the Southern California Branch of 
the American Friends’ Service Committee they are. 
opening a similar interracial cooperative house for 
girls. This new unit is named Woolman House and 
will accommodate ten students. It is three city blocks 
from Friends’ House and it is believed that through 
close cooperation each project will enhance the value 
of the other. 

After July 1 the Simkin address will be Woolman 
House, 1032 West 36th St., Los Angeles 7, California. 


* * 


The Quaker Cove Young Friends’ Family Confer- 
ence will be held July 19th to 23rd. 
* * * 


At Monthly Meeting held May 2, 1946, a minute was 
approved requesting that Orange Grove Monthly 
Meeting be granted membership in the Pacific Coast 
Association of Friends. 

* * * 

Eubanks Carsner, Clerk of Riverside Monthly Meet- 
ing, writes that the meeting June 20th, 1946 approved 
a minute requesting that they be granted membership 
in the Pacific Coast Association. 

* 

Greeting Esther Rhoads on a week-end visit in 
Southern California just prior to her departure for 
Japan by plane, over two hundred friends—Japanese- 
Americans, members of A.F.S.C. committees, and other 
interested persons—gathered at the Evergreen Hostel 
on Sunday afternoon, June 16. Esther Rhoads’ talk 
explained her present mission as one of two delegates 
to set up distribution channels for the thirteen relig- 
ious and philanthropic organizations now ready to 
start operations under L.A.R.A. (Licensed Agencies for 
Relief in Asia). 
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